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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 6524 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB, GE, GW 
SUBJECT: INNER-GERMAN NEGOTIATIONS 

1. WE HAVE LEARNED ON AN INFORMAL BASIS FROM THE FRG 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATION IN EAST BERLIN THAT SIGNIFICANT 
PROGRESS WAS MADE IN THE OCTOBER 9 NEGOTIATIONS WITH 

GDR AUTHORITIES CONCERNING THE RESURFACING AND REBUILDING 
OF THE HELMSTEDT AUTOBAHN. 

2. THE GDR PROVIDED A DETAILED BREAKDOWN OF ITS ESTIMATE 
OF CONSTRUCTION COST, A SUM AMOUNTING TO DM 460 MILLION. 

THE FRG ESTIMATE HAD BEEN DM 210 MILLION. BUT 

AN INITIAL CONSIDERATION OF THE GDR'S FIGURES SUGGESTS THAT 
THERE MAY BE JUSTIFICATION FOR MUCH OF THE DM 460 MILLION 
PROJECTION IN THAT THICKER ROAD SURFACING WILL BE 
REQUIRED THAN HAD BEEN ESTIMATED BY THE FRG AND THE COST 
OF PAVING TAR WILL INCREASE BY 300 PER CENT AS OF JANUARY 1 . 
THE ARRANGEMENT REMAINS THAT THE FRG WILL CONTRIBUTE 
TWO-THIRDS OF THE AMOUNT REQUIRED, AND THE GDR ONE-THIRD. 
NO PROGRESS WAS MADE IN ARRIVING AT AN AGREED SUM, 

BUT THE BREAKDOWN OF COSTS PROVIDED BY THE EAST GERMANS 
IS CONSIDERED A SUBSTANTIAL STEP FORWARD IN THESE TALKS. 
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3. IN A DISCUSSION OUTSIDE THE NEGOTIATION ITSELF, GDR 
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AUTHORITIES CONFIRMED THAT ANY DETOURS REQUIRED WOULD 
BE COVERED BY THE TRANSIT REGIME WITHOUT NEED FOR CHANGE. 

WEST GERMAN OFFICIALS WERE TOLD THAT THERE WOULD BE NO 
RE-ROUTING OF ALLIED TRAFFIC ON THE AUTOBAHN, ONLY 
GERMAN TRAFFIC WOULD BE REQUIRED TO DETOUR. GDR 
AUTHORITIES STATED THAT IT WAS IN THE POLITICAL INTEREST 
OF BOTH GERMAN SIDES TO INSURE A SMOOTH FLOW OF TRAFFIC, 

ALTHOUGH SOME SLOWING DOWN WOULD AT TIMES BE INEVITABLE. 

4. THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATION IS PREPARING ITS REPORT 
ON THESE MATTERS TO THE BONN GROUP FOR CONSIDERATION 
NEXT WEEK. COOPER 
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